
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Fractured Wholeness” is the name of our current sermon series during the season of Lent. The 
mural being painted in front of the sanctuary, the art pieces and the quilt in the hallway are all part of the 
Lenten journey we are taking together. Today’s theme, “March On,” is the fifth sermon in the series.  You will 
find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     
Monday:
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
     Spring Break

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: Upcoming Events:
Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
      7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

March 21-26: 
Easter Week

March 27: 
Easter Sunday

April 3: 
Aldersgate Alive



Notice: Church Office and Administration Position Open
   On behalf of the Aldersgate community, 
I am saddened to announce the resignation 
of Kathryn Andrews as our church 
administrator.  She will be leaving Aldersgate 
at the end of May, 2016, and will be relocating 
with her family to Corpus Christi to allow her 
husband to pursue a new teaching position 
there. Please stop by the office over the new 
few months and thank Kathryn for all of the 
work that she has provided to the Aldersgate 
community and wish her the best in all of her 
new endeavors.  
  In light of Kathryn’s resignation, the Staff 
Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) will now 
be accepting resumes for the Aldersgate Director of Administration.  The resumes need to be submitted to 
the church office by Tuesday, March 29, 2016.  Grace and Peace. — Brad Hicks, Chairman of the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee

     This year, as part of Aldersgate’s observance of Holy Week, you are invited to come to the Open Door 
Community Garden (South 19th and Amarillo) and to hold tight to God’s promise to scatter the darkness 
with light. The work will begin with a blessing of the land at 10 a.m. on Friday, March 25. Then, we will all get 
to work, planting seeds and bulbs in rows, in raised beds and in keyhole gardens.  (The photo below shows 
some of the expert keyhole garden builders in our congregation!) All ages and skill levels are welcome as we 
enjoy God’s good creation, the fellowship of our community and the promise that God is always at work, 
making all things new! I’m also excited to announce the dates of the Work & Play days in the garden for 
the Spring and Summer. Please mark your calendars and invite your friends to the garden at 9:30 a.m. on 
the third Saturday of the month in April (16) and May (21) and at 6 p.m. on the third Friday of the month 

in June (18), July (16) and August 
(20). More information about these 
Work & Play events will be revealed 
in the In Action in the coming weeks. 
If you would like to be involved in 
the behind-the-scenes planning and 
working of the Garden/Neighborhood 
ministry, please make a note on your 
Welcome Card or contact me at 
amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org 
or at (325) 660-5017. Grace and Peace. 
— Amy Wilson Feltz

Open Door: How the Garden Grows



Fractured Wholeness: 
March On

1 Corinthians 12:12-26
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Story #1

               “If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing. If one part flourishes, 
every other part enters into the exuberance.” 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 (The Message)

 

Story #2

  Vulnerability

 

 

                Transformed vs. Transferred

 

Story #3

 

  Becoming the drum major of joy in the parade of the powerless

 

 

Story #4

 

                Pointing to Palm Sunday

   Jesus leads us in the parade  

 

 

 

The only way we can move forward, is together. 



     On March 19, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
we will have a fun day of making cookies to 
give to our neighbors on Aldersgate Alive 
Sunday. All are welcome! If you enjoy baking 
or just want to come help, we would love to 
have you. We also will make a few Easter 
crafts, take photos in a photo booth, and eat 
lunch together. It is going to be a really fun 
morning and a great way for parents and kids 
to serve together. It will also be a great way 
to get to know more people from the church 
you might not otherwise get to know. I hope you can all make it! — Alayna Brooks

Children’s Ministry: Cookie Making Day!



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           3.6.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $26,033.86
Received This Month-to-Date = $26,033.86
Received Year-to-Date = $165,515.11
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $11,721.40

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Kay Burkhart

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 208
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 179

Total Worship Service Attendance = 387
Sunday School = 184 



In the World       
by Pastor Amy

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

13 March: Judges 9-12, Psalm 73
14 March: Judges 13-15, Psalm 74
15 March: Judges 16-18, Psalm 75
16 March: Judges 19-21, Psalm 76
17 March: Ruth 77, Psalm 77,
   Video: Ruth
18 March: 1 Samuel 1-3, Psalm 78
   Video: 1 Samuel 
19 March: 1 Samuel 4-8, Psalm 79

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

   It has been mentioned during the past several 
weeks of Lent that our observance of the 40 
days (not including Sundays) before Easter 
invites us to reflect upon Jesus’ 40 days in 
the wilderness and our own experiences of 

isolation and temptation.
    The gospel of Matthew tells us that soon after emerging from the 
wilderness, Jesus began to preach: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17)
   This was Jesus’ core message, repeated in different ways throughout 
his ministry. It points to the truth that the Kingdom of God is not 
merely heaven to experienced when we die but that the Kingdom of 
God is God at work here on earth in real and tangible ways through 
God’s people.
       In fact, the Kingdom of God is at hand when ordinary people like 
you and me are willing to submit ourselves to be transformed by the 
grace of God to be more like Jesus.
       For this to happen, we must be willing to do the work of repentance.
At Aldersgate, we describe repentance as, “changing the way that we 
think,” which in turn leads to changing the way that we do things.
     Repentance is so much more than saying, “I’m sorry.”
  Repentance is a movement in our souls, from whatever is 
incongruent with the teaching of the gospel (to love God and to love 
others) to a point at which we can embrace more fully that calling to 
love.
    Repentance begins with honest inner reflection on the things 
that are going awry in our lives and the role that we play in that 
disfunction.
      Repentance calls us to examine our individual actions that affect 
the people in our daily lives and our participation in the corporate 
action of the groups to which we belong that make us complicit in 
the injustice against and oppression of others.
     Repentance begins with asking God to reveal to us which of our 
thoughts and actions need to be changed.
      Certainly, the work of repentance remains before us all year long, 
every day, but the season of Lent can serve as an invitation to enter 
into the work of repentance in a deeper and more intentional way, in 
a way that leads not to regret for a season but to transformation for 
lifetime.


